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The Market Square.  
Today, the Market Square lies in the heart of Esbjerg, but as a young town that was to have 
been a harbour, the square lay on the outskirts. There was not a single house on the square 

when it was first built. Wilkens, char-
tered surveyour, who, in 1870, made 
the first town plan of Esbjerg, simply 
located the Market Square at the 
intersection between two of the 
town’s main hubs – the Harbour and 
the Railway Station. Note the differ-
ent architectural styles of the build-
ings, e.g. C.H. Clausen’s bank building 
at no. 18, which dates from 1896. It 
was a somewhat unusual bank build-
ing at the time it was built – an imita-
tion of North Italian tiled Gothic. The 

town numbered 400 souls, most of whom lived in Havnegade and Smedegade. In 1875, apart 
from two two-storey houses, there were only single-storey houses in Esbjerg.  

1. The Old Courthouse and County Gaol 
Esbjerg’s former Courthouse and County Gaol was built in 1891 
by the architect H.C. Amberg and officially opened in August 
1892. Today, it houses the tourist office and local police sta-
tion. On the first floor, there is a wedding room and the former 
town council chamber can be used for receptions, etc. The 
building originally consisted of two sections: a courthouse and 
town hall in the front part, and a police and a county gaol in 
the rear section. The cells were used until 1956, when the new 
police station became operational. The Courthouse was used 
until 1970. During the Second World War, the Germans took 
over the building and many people in the Resistance have sat in 
its cells. 

The photograph shows the Market Square around the 
year 1900. 

A 1.5 km long town walk worked out by the Esbjerg Tourist Office taking you 
on a historic tour through the central part of Esbjerg.  On the back of this 
folder you will find a map showing the route. 
 

Have a nice time in Esbjerg! 
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